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Schortman and Nakamura] CRISIS OF IDENTITY ON THE SOUTHEAST
The relation between salient identities and competition over important resources is amply attested in the ethnographic and ethnohistoric literature. The Hausa trading network in contemporary Nigeria is a web of spatially dispersed enclaves the members of which share a salient Hausa identity formed and maintained around their monopoly over long-distance trade in certain items (Cohen 1969). Participation in this commerce is limited to those expressing the Hausa affiliation symbolized by the public manipulation of recognized diacritics including elements of language and religion (Cohen 1969). The Hausa are merely the most recent example of a whole series of earlier identity networks in west (e.g., Curtin 1975 ) and east Africa (e.g., Donley 1982 ) the roots of which extend back into the precolonial era (see also Curtin 1984) . In all of these cases interregional trade was carried out among and monopolized by holders of the same salient affiliation residing at crucial points within exchange networks. Numerous salient affiliations also arose in colonial Africa and South America based on competition over a variety of resources, including government jobs (e. The advantage of the social-identity concept is that it shifts attention from spatially distinct cultures to interaction networks maintained by social categories. It also forces us to try and answer such basic questions as, "Who is actually involved in intersocietal transactions and what are their goals?" The recognition of salient identities in the archaeological record is certainly not easy. Attention must focus on patterned associations of stylistic choices that reflect the shared assumptions, values, and standards of identity holders. Style is stressed because the configurations must result from choices made among a number of options. Patterns whose form and distribution are narrowly determined by environmental or physical constraints reveal very little about the presence and distribution of salient affiliations. A particularly effective adaptive strategy, for example, may spread among people who have little else in common (Barth 1969: 11-13; Kamp and Yoffee 1981 :95). All archaeologically recovered materials, therefore, do not have equal potentials for symbolizing or reflecting social-identity membership. In this article we focus on aspects of site planning, the nature and distribution of monuments, structure form and decoration, and artifact styles in reconstructing Schortman 1984 ). The data bases resulting from the latter work are very different. This is due to both the varied goals of the lower Motagua and La Entrada projects and the logistical problems they faced. Within the lower Motagua Valley our focus was on the nature of Late Classic Lowland Maya/non-Maya contacts and their effects on the interaction partners. "Lowland Maya culture" is traditionally defined by elite material patterns. Consequently, the lower Motagua Valley Project concentrated on the location and study of only the largest wider-valley sites, the presumed capitals of local polities and centers of elite activity. The sheer size of the valley as well as the deep burial of small sites and pre-Late Classic loci by river-deposited alluvium (Ashmore 1981) also encouraged a narrow research focus on physically salient, Late Classic centers (Schortman 1984 (Schortman , 1993 . Specifically, investigation concentrated on 180 km2 in the southeast portion ofthe region where earlier work had identified a dense aggregation of sizable settlements (Nowak 1973b). Within this valley segment 13 sites were recorded, 9 of which contained monumental architecture (Table 1) . In addition to mapping these loci, 23 structures and 4 monument settings were excavated at Choco, Playitas, and Las Quebradas, 3 of the largest centers. This work, plus the analysis of the 12,095 ceramics and 2,474 other artifacts recovered, forms the basis for reconstructing local chronology, material patterns, and the direction and intensity of intersocietal ties. Nakamura continued the survey in 1987. He and his colleagues examined previously uninvestigated areas along potential communication routes leading into the lower Motagua from La Entrada (Nakamura 1988). Three monumental sites incorporated in this discussion were located and at least partially mapped during the reconnaissance.
The La Entrada Project was motivated by a desire to fill the data vacuum between Copan and more remote areas such as the Sula Plain, Naco Valley, and the middle Ulua region. Work in this strategically situated zone was, therefore, designed to accumulate basic archaeological data on the full range of ancient settlements and occupation sequences. These data form the basis for a second phase of more intensive studies. As a result, 150 km2 comprising the La Venta and Florida valleys along with natural corridors exiting the area were thoroughly examined. Subsequently the survey was extended toward the Quimistan Valley and the Tras Cerros pocket. The latter is a 15 km2 valley situated 620-660 m asl within the Sierra de Espiritu Santo range (Figure 1) 
1991]).
A comparison of the material patterns related to these sites should shed some light on elite organization, interregional contacts, and the extent to which these variables were influenced by dealings with Lowland Maya rulers. rarely done. Aspects of site organization and structure form, which are little restricted by physical environmental features, vary considerably across these areas as well. The material forms described above, therefore, seem to result from choices made by the rulers of the 14 polities under study. These choices are patterned, shared over wide areas, and indicate, we argue, the existence of two salient elite identities linking the paramounts of independent polities.
MATERIAL AND SOCIOCULTURAL PATTERNS
As noted earlier, salient affiliations are employed in competition over resources. One way in which these personalistic ties are used strategically is in facilitating and controlling interregional exchange. By sharing an affiliation, the trading diasporas of precolonial and contemporary Africa noted earlier overcame barriers of distrust and language that frequently separate the members of diffierent polities (Cohen 1969; Curtin 1975, 1984) . These universal impediments to interregional interaction may well have been surmounted by the Lowland Maya and lower Motagua elites in much the same way.
Sharing an identity can also be used to monopolize control of the imports obtained through intersocietal contacts. The case has been made (e.g., Rathje 1972) What we have presented are speculations that raise a host of questions. We hope that our colleagues will be sufficiently inspired, or frustrated, by this exposition to pursue more intensive research on issues of identity formation. Whatever the fate of our hypotheses, however, we think it is clear that polities on the margins of developed states are not passive recipients of core initiatives, ideas, and practices. "Peripheral" rulers, instead, forge their own solutions to regional problems. At times, as in some parts of La Entrada, these solutions bring them into closer contact with core paramounts and encourage the adoption of at least some trappings from the latter. In other cases, as in the lower Motagua network, the elite choose or are compelled into competition with their complexly organized neighbors, stressing their distinctiveness from them. The results of these complex processes and decisions are the material patterns we recover. In the southeast such "traits" have traditionally been used to define the limits of a static Lowland Maya culture (e.g., Longyear 1947; Lothrop 1939 ). Looked at in another way, they have much to tell us about dynamic processes of interaction and sociopolitical change.
